Draft syllabus for a New and Small Farm College course
Week 1 - Small farm agripreneurship - Exploring the possibilities

What about farming do you find attractive?  Can you make money farming?  What do you want to grow or raise?  Is there a market for your farm products?  What resources do you need?  How do you get organized?  (This session moves from visioning to planning.)

Week 2 – Small farm assistance – What community resources can help you?

Who can help you learn how to grow strawberries?  Who can help you find the right equipment?  Who can help you find the finances for this business?  Who can help you find employees?  (This session includes information on OSUE, FSA, Farm Credit Services, local banks, OPGMA, ATTRA, OEFFA, IFO, and Internet sources.)
Week 3 – Small farm legal and tax issues – What are the tax implications for my personal income and my property taxes?  What are the liabilities of farm labor?  How do I work with my neighbors?  What liabilities do I have if I market my farm products directly to consumers?  (This session includes all the legal, tax and property rights issues.) 
Week 4 – Small farm finances and record keeping - What financial records am I required to keep?  What management records do I need to manage my farm well?  (This session includes financial software and management record keeping.)
Week 5 – Small farm assets – Beyond the soil what other resources do I have that I can benefit from?  Are the sun and wind resources?  (This session includes timber, wildlife, water, solar and wind resources.)
Week 6 – Small farm crops and horticulture – Do you want to grow edible plants or inedible plants?  Do you want to grow crops for animals or people?  Do you want to grow fruits or vegetables?  Do you want to harvest wild fruits and vegetables?  (This session includes all the possible agriculture and horticulture options.)
Week 7 – Small farm animals – Do you want to raise small animals or large animals?  Do you want to raise animals for slaughter or for the products they produce?  Do you want to raise animals for pleasure or business?  (This session includes all the animal production options.)
Week 8 – Small farm marketing – Who will you sell your farm products to?  Where will you sell your farm products?  Will you sell anything other your farm products?  (This session includes all the on and off farm marketing options including agritourism and bed and breakfasts.)
Week 9 - Small farm tour – We will visit four small farm operations in the three county area.  (The farms should include a fruit farm, a vegetable farm, a livestock farm and a farm with agritourism.)
.

